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ABRAHAM    LINCOLN 


1809 


865 


a  new  portrait  by 
Charles   M.   Shean 


A  New  Portrait  of   President  Lincoln 

A    Mounted    Sepia    Photograph     16"  x  20"    sent     prepaid    on 
raeeipt  of  Ten   Dollars. 


'  I  'HIS  new  portrait  of  President  Lincoln  by 
•*■  Charles  M.  Shean  is  an  unidealized  and  I 
believe  a  final  likeness  of  the  great  War  President. 
The  painting  from  w^hich  the  photograph  w^as 
made  occupied  more  than  six  months  of  the 
artist's  time,  during  which  he  made  a  careful  and 
exhaustive  study  of  all  available  material  including 
the  Volk  life  mask  of  1860  and  the  Clark  Mills 
life  mask  of  1  865. 

The  position  of  the  head  and  the  arrangement 
of  the  hair  are  founded  on  a  well  known  photo- 
graph from  life— but  there  the  use  of  the  photograph 
ended.  The  expression  and  the  subtle  modelling 
of  the  face  are  taken  from  other  sources. 


OPINIONS  OF   RECOGNIZED   AUTHORITIES. 


General  Horatio  C.  King,  Secretary 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Brooklyn  Borough,   N.   Y.  City,   April  3.    1912. 

Charles  M.   Shean,   Esq., 
.  51    West    10th  Street, 
New  York  City. 

My  Dear  Sir:  — 

After  the  most  careful  consideration  1  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  I  regard  your  portrait  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the 
three  quarter  face  with  hair  slightly  falling  over  the  forehead, 
as  the  most  satisfactory  1  have  ever  seen.  It  recalls  most 
vividly  the  features  of  the  great  Commoner  when  President  as 
1  was  accustomed  to  see  him.  It  deserves  to  be  the  accepted 
likeness  for  all  time.  The  success  of  your  long  and  painstaking 
efforts  is  w^orthy  not  only  of  the  highest  praise,  but  also  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  American  people. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)  HORATIO  C.  KING. 


A  New   Portrait  of  President  Lincoln 

A    Mounted    Sepia    Photograph     16"  x  20"    sent     prepaid    on 
r Qceipt  of  '-Fen-^Oal kfre . 


np'HIS  new  portrait  of  President  Lincoln  by 
■^  Charles  M.  Shean  is  an  unidealized  and  1 
believe  a  final  likeness  of  the  great  War  President. 
The  painting  from  which  the  photograph  w^as 
made  occupied  more  than  six  months  of  the 
artist's  time,  during  which  he  made  a  careful  and 
exhaustive  study  of  all  available  material  including 
the  Volk  life  mask  of  1860  and  the  Clark  Mills 
life  mask  of  1  865. 

The  position  of  the  head  and  the  arrangement 
of  the  hair  are  founded  on  a  v/ell  known  photo- 
graph from  life— but  there  the  use  of  the  photograph 
ended.  The  expression  and  the  subtle  modelling 
of  the  face  are  taken  from  other  sources. 


In  view  of  the  infinite  variety  of  the  portraits 
of  President  Lincoln,  many  of  them  almost 
grotesque,  the  average  American  can  have  but 
an  inadequate  idea  of  what  the  man  actually  looked 
like.  The  disagreement  betw^een  the  photographs 
from  life  is  startling,  and  the  lack  of  agreement  be- 
tween the  few^  paintings  made  from  life  is  equally 
marked. 

All  authorities  agree  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  face 
was  one  of  extreme  mobility,  affected  to  an  unusual 
degree  by  the  mood  of  the  moment.  This  in  a 
measure  may  account  for  the  difference  between 
the  various  photographs  even  ignoring  the  suspicion 
of  retouching.  The  unusual  and  extremely  difficult 
character  of  the  modelling  of  the  face  and  the  irreg- 
ularity of  the  features  may  well  have  baffled  the  f ew^ 
painters  w^ho  attempted  its  portrayal  in  the  limited 
time  the  busy  President  could  allot  to  sittings. 

Mr.    Lincoln's   face   w^as   unusual  but  it  had    a 


beauty  and  a  character  all  its  own  and  many  of  the 
failures  can  be  traced  to  the  unwise  attempts  at 
idealization  and  improvement. 

In  the  belief  that  this  painting  is  a  historical 
document  of  the  first  importance  to  Lincoln  lovers 
I  ask  your  consideration  of  the  portrait. 

Mary  1.   Schaefer 

2  1  4  Dresden  Streeet 

Brooklyn,   N.   Y. 


OPINIONS  OF   RECOGNIZED   AUTHORITIES. 


General  Horatio  C.  King,  Secretary 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Brooklyn   Borough.   N.  Y.  City.   April  3.    1912. 

Charles  M.   Shean,  Esq.. 
.  51    West    1 0th  Street, 
New  York  City. 

My  Dear  Sir:  — 

After  the  most  careful  consideration  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  1  regard  your  portrait  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the 
three  quarter  face  with  hair  slightly  falling  over  the  forehead, 
as  the  most  satisfactory  1  have  ever  seen.  It  recalls  most 
vividly  the  features  of  the  great  Commoner  when  President  as 
I  was  accustomed  to  see  him.  It  deserves  to  be  the  accepted 
likeness  for  all  time.  The  success  of  your  long  and  painstaking 
efforts  is  worthy  not  only  of  the  highest  praise,  but  also  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  American  people. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)  HORATIO  C.  KING. 


MISS  IDA  M.  TARBELL,  LINCOLN'S  BIOGRAPHER 

New  York,  September  22.  191  1. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Shean:  — 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  letting  me  see  your  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Lincoln,  It  interested  me  genuinely.  You  seem 
to  have  given  unusual  attention  to  the  modelling  of  the  head 
and  to  have  caught  much  of  its  vigor  and  dignity. 

Your  portrait  is  one  of  the  few  -  oh!  very  fev^ 
paintings  of  Mr.  Lincoln  vv^hich  I  have  seen,  w^hich  I  felt  w^as 
w^orth  while.  I  hope  somebody  w^ho  can  appreciate  the  con- 
scientious and  sympathetic  study  you  have  given  the  head 
will  own  the  picture. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  IDA  M.  TARBELL. 


HARPER  PENNINGTON,  ARTIST 

New  York,  September,  16,    1911. 

My  Dear  Shean: — 

It  seems  to  me  that  your  portrait  of  President 
Lincoln  is  most  noble  and  characteristic. 

To  paint  a  posthumous  likeness  of  any  one  is 
alw^ays  very  difficult--a  thankless  sort  of  job  at  best:  but  you  have 
caught  an  expression  of  strength,  w^isdom,  and  benevolence 
which  (because  there  is  really  no  first-rate  portrait  from  life  of 
Mr.  Lincoln)  may  very  w^ell  cause   your  picture  to  become  the 


popular,  accepted   type   of  the  man   as   Stuart's  Washington  is 
the  type  of  our  first  President. 

Yours  sincerely, 
(Signed)  HARPER  PENNINGTON. 


FREDERICK  W.  RUCKSTUHL,  SCULPTOR 

New  York,  January  31st,   1913. 

My  Dear  Shean:  — 

Let  me  congratulate  you  on  the  portrait  of  Lincoln 
you  painted  as  shown  in  the  large  photograph  you  show^ed  me. 
I  think  it  splendid,  one  of  the  finest  I  have  ever  seen.  In  fact 
I  cannot  recall  any  that  I  w^ould  consider  better  or  as  good. 

So  many  represent  Lincoln  as  half  asleep.  He 
must  have  had  moments  of  fire  w^hen  his  eyes  blazed.  I  can 
prove  this  by  several  photographs.  You  have  shown  him  thus 
w^ide  aw^ake.  You  have  all  the  facts  of  his  life  mask  and  no 
doubt  the  color  and  much  poetry  in  addition. 

I  hope   it  will  become  popular. 

Sincerely  yours, 

F.  W.  RUCKSTUHL. 
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